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PSpice Known Problems and Solutions

This Known Problems and Solutions document describes important Cadence Change 
Requests (CCRs) for PSpice and PSpice Simulator1 and tells you how to solve or work 
around these problems. For information about CCRs that are fixed for this release, see 
PSpice Product Notes.

Important: Only known problems and solutions available at release time are available in this 
document. 

Known Problems and Solutions in PSpice

This section lists the known problems in PSpice and tells you how to solve or work around 
these problems.

CCR 01721596: In the new Simulation Settings dialog, loading a simulation 
profile with spaces in its name after editing causes an issue

Description: In the new Simulation Settings dialog, when you edit and save a simulation 
profile with a space character in its name or design path, the design gets corrupted.

Solution: Do one of the following to resolve the issue:

■ Add an environment variable, PSPICE_SIMSETUP_1722, and launch the legacy 
Simulation Settings dialog.

The environment variable can have any value.

■ Remove all space characters from the profile name or design path.

CCR 1566898: Save data on markers in not working -no .probe statement

Description: In the Capture-PSpice flow, if At Markers Only option is selected for any of 
the data collection options in the Data Collection tab of the Simulation Settings window, the 

1. Depending on the license and installation, either PSpice or PSpice Simulator is installed.
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trace related to markers is not added in the Simulation Results window, nor is an entry related 
to markers is added in the circuit file. For example, if a voltage marker is added to the RESET 
netname, and the At Markers Only option is selected for the voltage option, there will be no 
trace related to the voltage marker in the simulation window and the circuit file.

Solution: To add a trace in PSpice in Capture - PSpice flow for the At Markers Only option, 
either add a PSpice directive in a Capture schematic, or add an include file (.inc) in PSpice. 

To add a PSpice directive in Capture, select Place – Text. Add @PSpice: keyword in the 
first line before adding the marker-related text, such as .PROBE64 N([Netname]).

To add an include file in PSpice, add the file to the design from Simulation Settings window 
– Configuration Files tab – Include Category. Click Add to Design and OK.

CCR 19462: Cannot use relative tolerances on parameters used for DEV
in Monte Carlo analysis

Description: When running a Monte Carlo (.MC) analysis, a DEV tolerance that is a 
parameter (for example, DEV={ATOL}) will work only if it is an absolute tolerance.

Solution: If using Capture, Design Entry HDL, or Schematics for design entry, you can 
create an expression for DEV that multiplies that value by the relative tolerance divided by 
100. For example, given a relative tolerance RTOL%, if the property being toleranced is 
VALUE, set DEV={VALUE*RTOL/100}.

CCR 22481: Part names with spaces in the name result in
“Error in Open Alias” when simulating

Description: If a part reference contains a space (e.g., MY PART), then the simulation fails 
to run. The PSpice window shows the error: “Error in Open Alias.”

Solution: Use an underscore (_) instead of a space in the part reference.

CCR 152246: Error in displaying plot, if the simulation profile name 
includes any special character.

Description: If the simulation profile name includes a special character, an error is 
encountered while displaying plot. For example, if the simulation profile name is trans`.sim 
and you are trying to plot measurement vs. measurement, the following error message 
appears:
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“One or more required header items are missing from csdf file.
Error trying reading data file. 
The data file is empty. 
Analysis failed.”

Solution: Avoid special characters in the simulation profile, design, and schematic names.
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Known Problems and Solutions in Capture-PSpice Flow

This section lists important Cadence Change Requests (CCRs) when using Capture with 
PSpice and tells you how to solve or work around these problems.

CCR 332772: Issue with the Markers flow in hierarchical designs in OrCAD 
Capture

Description: When you have two or more current markers in a design and delete the 
markers from the Probe window, you can enable only one marker in OrCAD Capture.

Solution:

To solve the issue, do the following: 

1.   In CAPTURE, choose PSpice – Markers – List. De-select and then select the markers 
to enable all the markers.

2.   Select any one of the markers and rotate it. Now you are able to select the other marker 
as well.

3.   Select markers on one of the descend down schematic page to enable markers on this 
page, close down the other schematic, and reopen it. You are able to place all markers on it.
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